
Interaction Program in Bajhang

OLE Nepal continued to work with DoE in the planning and implementation of the OLPC project in 
Bajhang. Most of the work was carried out through informal meetings that took place at the DoE. As 
part of the planning, a team consisting of two officials from from DoE, two WFP representatives, and 
two OLE Nepal staff visited Bajhang for a preliminary visit to the district from January 9 to 12, 2013. 
An  interaction  program  was  organized  at  the  DEO  in  Chainpur  on  January  10  to  disseminate 
information about the project plans and to discuss district readiness and school selection criteria. The 
meeting was attended by 19 people including District Education Officer Mr. Jagannath Upadhyay, DEO 
officials, school supervisor and FFE Bajhang staff. 

Deputy Director of DoE Mr. Balaram Timilsina along with Mr. Arjun Aryal, OLE staff Mr. Tika Raj 
Karki and Mr. Upaya Sharma, WFP representatives Mr. Rabindra Chand and Mr. Manoj Shah briefed 
about the program highlighting each stakeholder’s concerns and school selection criteria. DEO was 
asked   to  list  probable  primary  schools  from the  schools  under  WFP-GIZ  program that  meet  the 
criteria.
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Mr. Upadhyay and the DEO officials welcomed the program, while raising concerns of sustainability 
and inclusion of the schools of mid and upper Bajhang as well instead of only lower Bajhang. They 
were explained that this project was being initiated under the program being carried out by WFP and 
GIZ, but the long term goal is to expand to other areas depending on the success of the initial years. 
The team also met with local GIZ program officer Mr. Jiwan Basnet, and learned that only three out of 
a total of 43 program schools have electricity from the local hydropower source. However, even the 
power from that source is not available during daytime when water is used for irrigating the fields. 
Hence, the team recommended seeking alternative option of solar power for laptops and local network 
equipment at the schools.


