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At Chandi Devi Primary School, we had an opportunity to observe three morning class sessions- a
Math class with laptops, an English class with laptops, and an English class without laptops. After
lunch, we interviewed the head teacher about the OLE program at the school. In the afternoon, we
patched E-Pustakalaya on the schoolserver and adjusted the screen resolution for E-Pustakalaya on
all 30 Xos. On our way from the school back to the bus stop, we also interviewed another English
teacher from the school about his perspective on the laptop program. Included below is feedback
from the interviews, observations from class sessions, and ideas how to improve the quality of the
program based these interviews and observations.

Interview Feedback
* Both teachers interviewed were comfortable using E-Paath activities in class and thought that
their teaching is both easier and more effective when using the laptops.
* Head teacher reported that students' exam scores have improved and the student dropout rate has
decreased since they introduced laptops in the school.
* Head teacher reported that he would prefer that children start getting familiar with the laptop in
first grade instead of second grade.
* Head teacher reported that E-Pustakalaya does not have enough materials for students in primary
school.
* Head teacher reported that children's parents do not engage with teachers at the school. From our
experience, parents do not know almost anything about the laptop program.
* Head teacher reported that children have trouble using the laptop touchpad.

* Head teacher reported that he does not see how to sustain the program in the future when laptops
malfunction and become outdated without continuous support of OLE

Observations
* Students were definitely more engaged in classes with the laptops compared to the regular class.
In the regular English class, much time was wasted while students waited for everyone to finish the
exercise assigned and for the teacher to check each student's exercise book. While waiting, the
students who finished were bored. In the laptop classes in contrast, students can work at their own
pace without waiting for others.
* Students only interacted with the laptops as instructed by the teacher. They never explored on
their own or continued with new activities after completing the one they were assigned.
* We observed that E-Paath activities can speed up the pace of learning when it checks students
input automatically. Students don't need to wait for teacher to check their work manually.

Ideas for improvement
* Students often wait until everyone in the class finishes the current activity. The teacher could
improve learning by encouraging students to either help those who haven't finished yet or to
continue with the next activity. Alternatively, E-Paath activities could be designed in such a way
that those who finish early and have extra time available can naturally continue with additional
exercises.
* The schedule of classes that integrate laptops' use is inefficient. No two laptop classes at the
school are scheduled in sequence, so the teacher and students need spend time setting up the laptops
at the beginning of each class and putting them back into the charging rack at the end of each class.
This unnecessarily wastes time at the beginning and end of every laptop class session.
* All students type with only one finger and most of them do so by scanning the keyboard row key
by key, looking for the right letter. A typing class could greatly improve the speed of learning in
classes where students need to type.
* The teachers reported that they were directed from OLE not to take the laptops home. As a result,
they don't have much time to prepare their E-Paath lessons in advance.
* Children don't have any opportunity to use the laptops in their free time outside of scheduled
classes. Teachers reported that they would like the children to have free time with the laptops, but
this is not possible since there is no place for such session in the class schedule and since teachers
are not available at the school outside of the regular schedule.

